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Vision
The VISION of IAPA for every child is to grow up with love and

nurturance, in the security of a family; to have the opportunity for

education and all round developmentin a supportive environment.

Mission

e To rehabilitate the orphaned or abandoned child through the
preferred alternative of adoption; or other suitable option.

e Topreserve and strengthen the child's family that isin crisis or lacks
adequate resources, by providing assistance for the child's
nutrition, education and vocational skills, opportunities for
enriching personality, enhancing physical and emotional health;
and by families' empowerment.

e To engage in advocacy for better standards in child care and to

promote the child's Rights to family, education and participation.

To support the Go Green campaign, we propose to send the annual
report alongwith the audited statement of accounts and any further
communication from time to time, via email. Please register your

email addresses with our office.
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Foster Family Care and Adoption Programme (FFCA)

The Programme:

The FFCA programme reaches out to abandoned,
surrendered or orphaned children who need
permanent rehabilitation. Working within the
regulatory system, it is aimed at providing such
children security, nurture, loving care and a lasting
sense of belonging, through adoption. The Central
Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is the authority
for regulating adoption of Indian children, under the
legal framework of the Juvenile Justice (Care &
Protection of Children) Act 2015 [JJ Act].

Children In Care:

Under the Adoption Regulations 2017, a child is
received by IAPA for interim care; and rehabilitation
through adoption. The Child Welfare Committee
(CWC) Mumbai City-Il, the designated authority,
assigns or approves the child’s placement with IAPA.
Such children are looked after in a Foster Family
working with IAPA. All the children placed with IAPA
during the year were surrendered by birth parent/s.
The parent/s were assisted in arriving at a decision
about the future of their children. Those who decided
to surrender the child were assisted with preparation
of paper-work and presentation before the CWC for
their Orders, as per the laid down regulatory
procedures.

Children Under Our Care

Children in Children Total Number of
care from received children fostered
previous during during the year

year the year

Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Total
04 07 04 08 08 15 23

The surrendering parent/s are referred to IAPA
for assistance either from a Hospital/ Maternity Home
or by self/family. IAPA works with the authorities of
hospitals/maternity homes, police and others
concerned in the surrender process, where the birth

parent/relative is unable or unwilling to raise the child,
due to compelling circumstances.

Adoption Placement:

The child is ultimately placed in adoption within
the normal time frame, ranging 3 months to 10-12
months. This year, a girl child has remained in our care
for nearly 2 years due to a legal hurdle. Another girl
child, 15 years of age has continued in IAPA’s custody,
looked after in a specialized institution because of her
multiple challenges.

No. of Children Adopted during 2017-2018

Gender-wise Place of Place of Total no.
Adoptions adoption adoption of
Male Female children
adopted
Male | Female
04 05 Bangalore | Navi Mumbai 09
Pune Thane
Kolkata Pune
Vasai Dombivli
- Dist. Satara

Foster Families & Care-Givers’ Challenges :

Since |APA’s initiation, children awaiting
adoption are fostered in a Foster Family and provided
warm, personalized care. Fostering these children is
often challenging due to the fact that many of them
are born in unfavourable circumstances. During the
year, two of the babies had medical conditions that
turned into life threatening emergencies on a few
occasions. Thanks to the coordinated working among
the foster families and the IAPA team, the children
met with the needed care and round-the-clock
vigilance. Close contact with individual foster families
is maintained for support and supervision. Group
sessions are held for capacity-building, updating and
mutual sharing among foster families. During the year,
3 sessions were held.
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Adoption:

Adoption service in general includes a Child and
Prospective Adoptive Parents (PAP). The child and the
PAP are paired for creating an adoptive family. In the
current Online System called CARINGS (Child
Adoption Resource Information and Guidance
System), each child is paired or matched with a PAP
located anywhere in the country (as seen in the earlier
Table), creating involvement of two agencies that are
geographically apart.

The Process:

As mentioned above, IAPA, like other adoption
agencies comes in the picture in working with two
sets of parents and two sets of children. One set of
children consist those placed under our care by the
local CWC. Another set is those children who are
adopted by PAPs registered with us but matched with
a child from another agency, from anywhere across
the nation. Similarly, PAPs from Mumbai who are
registered with us form one set. PAPs from any other
location, serviced by their local agency but adopting
a child in our care, form the second set.

Pre-Adoption:

During the pre-adoption assessment phase,
counseling, guidance and preparation for adoptive
parenthood takes place. The PAPs’ self-assessment is
confirmed and their suitability or otherwise is
ascertained. Orientation in a Group further helps PAPs
prepare themselves to deal with issues related to
adoptive parenthood. A report in the format called
Home Study Report (HSR) recommending the PAP is
prepared and posted by IAPA Online - for the PAPs to
be matched with a child through CARINGS.

Launch of Posters on Safe Surrender

No. of Adoptive Parents Enrolled with IAPA

Total No. of |No. of Prospective | Total No. | Total No.
Prospective | Adoptive Parents | of Home of
Adoptive who withdrew Study Follow-up
Parents inthe middle of Reports Reports
Enrolled the process filed filed
with IAPA
23 02 21 20

Post-Adoption Counselling:

Counselling services are provided as and when
sought by an adoptive family during the growing up
stages of their adopted child. A psychotherapist is
available once a week for post adoption counseling
on issues related to adoptive families. The service is
open to adoptive families from other adoption
agencies also. Frequent issues are related to behavior,
particularly at adolescence age and the adoptive
child’s anxiety related to search for her roots.

“Safe Surrender” Campaign:

The incidence of a child found abandoned near
a garbage dump, near a station, a temple or any such
public place is quite frequent. Fear of social stigma or
gender bias, are generally behind such drastic steps.
Such a child is exposed to severe harm; and is at risk
of grave exploitation and unsure future.

Safe Surrender of such children, in place of
abandonment is the aim of the IAPA campaign being
carried out alongwith the BMC Health Department.
For creating awareness and knowledge among the
concerned medical community and the wider public,
posters and pamphlets were prepared with the
support of Mastek Foundation. These were launched
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at the Workshop of Medical Health Department of
“B’ Ward, by Mr. Bhavsar - District Officer DWCD. Dr.
Shiroorkar, Asst.Commissioner - B Ward, Dr. Mohokar,
Medical Officer (Health),Dr. Madane - Assistant Health
Officer. The workshop was attended by the CHVs,
ANMs, and concerned Medical Officers of that ward.
During the year, two more such outreach programmes
were held in “K” ward. The aim is to help protect the
child’s immediate and long term future, by putting
him or her on the path to care, protection and final
rehabilitation through adoption.

Allied Activities:

e  Workshop on Sharing the Fact of Adoption:
Workshops provide opportunities to adoptive
parents for sharing and learning; gaining
camaraderie and support from one another. On
16 September 2017, a workshop was held with
funding support from adoptive families.
Adoption Counselor Dr. Laura Vaz resourced the
session, answering queries and making her

&)
INDIAN ASSQCIATION FOR PROMOTION

OF
ADOPLQ &CHILDWELFARE(IAPA)‘ :

expert observations on the experiences narrated
by the adoptive parents.

An Interview on FM Radio: |APA served on live
programme on Adoption, on the occasion of the
World Population Day, 13 July 2017.

IAPA participation at Fun Fair: At the Fun Fair
organized by Kanara Housing Society, IAPA put
up a stall in order to spread awareness about
IAPA’s programmes and activities.

Seminar on Adoption & Mental Health: IAPA
participated in the Seminar organized by the Nair
Hospital in Sept. 2017, sharing matters related
to child relinquishment and adoption.

Annual Family Meet: This meet for our adoptive
parents and children took place on 17" February
2018. Sharing of experiences by some adoptive
children and presentation on IAPA programs,
were an eye-opener for the audience. Adoptive
families continue to play a major role in
supporting and contributing to its success.
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Workshop on Sharing the Fact of Adoption
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Family Preservation and Foster Care Assistance

The programme was started in 1995, for children
who are at the risk of neglect or separation from the
family, due to crisis in their family. IAPA has been
implementing the State Government Scheme, ‘Bal
Sangopan Yojna’ (BSY) Foster Family Care, supported
with their funding, as well as from other private
sources. Disintegration of families due to death or
desertion by parents or their suffering from long term
illnesses like HIV, cancer and the like, often lead the
family to seek institutional care for their children. The
aim of the programme is to avoid separation of the
child from his or her family, to the extent possible.
Financial and various other supportive measures are
provided to preserve the family for the child.
Alternatively, the child is placed with an extended
family within the kinship circle or in the community,
with Foster Care Assistance.

Under the programme 185 children are covered,
of which the BSY scheme provided for 85 and 100
were supported under the H.T.Parekh Foundation.
The below-mentioned Tables give detailed profiles of
families and children who are being supported.

Bal Sangopan Yojana (BSY): Under the Scheme,
IAPA plays the role of a gate keeper at the Child
Welfare Committee (CWC) - the statutory body under
the JJ Act, who receive applications for
institutionalization of children. Social workers remain
present during CWC sittings. Some cases need only
spot counseling. Others are explored for the
possibilities of foster care assistance under BSY. The
foster parents receive a financial assistance of Rs 425
p.m. towards child care maintenance, if their cases
are taken under BSY scheme after appropriate home
assessment.

Children Supported under BSY in 2017-18

Family Status of the Children

Orphans Destitute Having Having | Total
single both
parent parents
21 13 42 9 85
Gender Distribution of the Children
Male Female - - Total
41 44 - - 85
Age Distribution of the Children
0-5 5-10 10-15 15-18 Total
years years years years
3 16 33 33 85
Educational Status of the Children
School College - - Total
going going
58 27 — — 85
Status of the Care Givers
Biological Relatives Unrelated Total
Parents families
51 32 2 85
Family In Special Circumstance:
Child-Headed Families
3
Health Status of Parents and Children
Ailment HIV Cancer Physically / Total
Positive Mentally
Handicapped
Parents 19 2 1 22
Children 10 0 2 12
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parents died of AIDS. His paternal grandparents
took responsibility for Vishal and his siblings.
Vishal was supported under the Bal Sangopan
Yojana since 2013; and later his siblings were also
given help under Foster Care programmes. His
grandparents with medical issues like diabetes,
asthma, high BP and arthritis, were provided
timely medical and nutritional help. Through
various interventions and regular counseling,
Vishal completed his education upto HSC and took
up course in Electronics at the Industrial Training
Institute. Vishal has now got a job in MMRDA as a
helper, with a reasonably good salary. He is thus
able to stand on his own feet and take on
responsibility of his family members, which is a
\major source of relief for all of them.

strongly indicated there, as many children in these
communities are abandoned, orphaned, or have lost
their parents to debilitating diseases like TB, HIV, AIDS.
Responsibility for their care falls on grand-parents or
relatives as the foster caregivers. Since these
guardians are themselves struggling to survive,
possibility of the child’s education and socialization
gets gravely neglected. Support under the programme
goes a long way in providing the necessary

rehabilitation to such children.

/Vishal, now 18 years old was orphaned when his\

/

Private Foster Care: Majority of the 100 children
who are supported under the H.T.Parekh Foundation
belong to the communities living around Reay Road
and Wadala. The need for Foster Care services is

Children Supported Under The H.T.Parekh Foundation

Gender and Age Distribution of the Children

Male Female Total
Age group | 0—-10 | 11-18 | 0-10 | 11-18 =
years years years years
Total 8 37 10 45 100

Gender and Educational Status of the Children

Male Female Total
School going 42 48 90
College going 2 8 10
Total 44 56 100
Family Status of the Children
Orphans | Destitute | Single | Both parents | Total
parents HIV +ve
22 14 61 3 100
/Vivek,16 years old, has now appeared for Std. X\

board exams. Vivek lost his father to TB seven
years ago, after which his mother remarried. She

left Vivek and his younger sister to live on the
pavement under their maternal grandmother’s
care. Survival and education were an uphill task
for them, where IAPA intervened. The family was
guided at every stage of their crisis period. Visits
by the social worker and timely medical help
ensured that the children continued school.
Vivek’s flair for drawing and clay modeling was
encouraged. His future career is being built in that
direction. Their grandmother continues to look

\after them, ensuring them warmth and care.

%
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Sponsorship for Education and Development

Introductory:

IAPA started its Sponsorship Programme in 1995
with the conviction that education is the crucial factor
in freeing children of poor socio-economic strata,
from the cycle of poverty. Though academic education
is a part of it, the programme seeks the child’s holistic
development taking into account his or her social,
psychological and economic development. Children
from Municipal Schools are the primary beneficiaries
as their dropout rate is quite high. The programme
which started its work in just one ward of Mumbai, at
present covers A, B, C, D and E wards. The main
objective of this programme is to sustain the
education of the children and prevent their drop out
due to financial constraints, medical problems,
responsibilities on the home front or just lack of
interest.

It is heartening to note the progress over the
years. As can be seen in the Table below, a significant

number of students are pursuing higher education
and professional courses or job-oriented vocational
courses. Regular interaction with child and family
motivates and sustains the child, despite various
hardships. The common support services like Child
Guidance Centre, Vocational Guidance and Training,
Career Guidance, Mini Credit, and the like further add
to achievement of the goals. Through networking, the
agency also tries to arrange for students’ coaching
expenses during crucial years of education; as also
medical expenses of the child and family in case of
need.

Among the factors that may be counted in the
success of the programme, is the role of the social
workers. They build sustained relationship with the
child and the family; motivate, guide and support
them in different ways that inspire and instill
confidence.

Children covered under the Educational Sponsorship Programme in Urban and Rural areas:

Donor Entities School College Professional Diploma Post Total
Going Going Courses* Courses** Graduation
Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys
Terre des Hommes (TdH), 45 29 21 12 0 2 1 1 1 0 112
Denmark
Jamnadas & Kantaben 32 21 17 22 2 1 2 3 0 0 100
Chatwani Sponsored Project
Chance of Life (COL), 23 0 74 0 10 0 2 0 2 0 122
Germany
Individual Sponsors 42 13 17 18 3 1 2 2 0 0 98
Sir Vithaladas Damodar 30 0 8 0 2 0 0 40
Thackersey Charitable Trust
Meera Srinivasan Scholars 6 2 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 14
Rural Project TdH 21 13 0 0 34
Individual 11 7 0 25 43

Total 220 85 140 80 17 4 8 6 3 0 563

*

Professional Courses: BE/LLB/BBI/BAF/BMS/BS

* %k

10

Diploma Courses : Nursing/DMLT/Beautician/Interior Designing
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Our Sponsors:

The sponsors are the backbone of this
programme. From supporting the school level
students, to the increasing number of students in
higher academic and professional levels, the sponsors’
role has not been limited to just funding, but in several
other facilitative ways.

Terre des Hommes (TdH), Denmark:

Terre des Hommes (TdH), Denmark, our
sponsorship partners since 1995, sponsor 112
students in the urban area. They also provided funds
for food and teaching material during the year. At the
SSC examination, out of 14 students, 1 scored
distinction and 7 obtained first class,. At the HSC
Boards, 2 out of 8 students obtained first class. 4
students out of 11 scored distinction and 5 students
obtained first class at the Graduation level. Help for
first semester fees in post graduation diploma course
in interior designing was provided to one girl and two
boys were given part financial help for Engineering
courses.

/Darshana, living in a slum with other family\
members, is under sponsorship support since 2009.
Her mother, a domestic worker toiling long hours,
didn’t let her own struggles come in the way of her
daughter’s education pursuits. Interventions under
the programme at various levels, including coaching
class fees at crucial junctures, have paid rich
dividends in seeing this intelligent and ambitious girl
reach the stage where she is studying M. Com. and
simultaneously Second Year Company Secretary (CS)
course. All this is alongwith her employment in a

\foreign bank as Financial Service Consultant. J
/Nisha, now 21 years old, is looking forward to giving\

wings to her aspirations. Her sponsorship was
started in 2005, when her mother died and her
father deserted Nisha and her younger brother. Their
care had fallen on the shoulders of her illiterate
maternal grandmother, who found relief in IAPA’s
support, to educate Nisha; and to take care of her
brother’s serious kidney condition. During her
academic pursuits, Nisha was assisted in completing
courses in typing and computers. Having completed
graduation with a high score, she has joined Master
of Business Administration (MBA) and has been
working part-time to meet the cost of her education.

One of TdH sponsored students Sakshi Bhilare
obtained a Trophy in inter school elocution
competition; while another student Disha Jadhav
obtained certificate of Best Student from her college.

Jamnadas & Kantaben Chatwani Sponsorship:

M. Satish Chatwani and family have taken keen
personal interest in the students through periodic
visits, since the year 1997; their project supports 100
students. Out of the 19 students who appeared at the
Board examinations for Std. X, 2 scored distinction and
5 first class. 14 students appeared for Std.XIl Boards,
out of which 2 passed with distinction and 2 secured
first class. Help was provided to learn MS-CIT and
typing to 5 girls and basic tailoring course to 2. Sewing
machines were given to two parents on loan. Two
siblings were supported to gain career training by
enrollment in Bachelor in Management Studies and
Bachelor in Social Work degrees. 3 students from very
difficult backgrounds were given fees for college,
coaching class and Art Teacher Diploma course. 5
students were referred for additional help for their
college fees.

Siddhiket is now in the final year of Diploma in
Mechanical Engineering that had seemed a distant
dream, as he was compelled to discontinue after
two years of Draughtsman and Mechanical Course
and take up full time work. His father, a labourer,
was already stretched in supporting additional two
step siblings, in crucial years of their education. It
is sponsorship support that allowed Siddhiket to
continue his education to improve his prospects
to secure a well paying job and look forward to a
\better future. J

/Jyotsna, now a 21 year old, completed her General\
Nursing Midwifery course (GNM) of 3 and half
years. Jyotsna’s sponsorship started in the year
2004. Regular financial assistance and emotional
support to Jyotsna and her mother, a household
maid, medical aid to her jobless father suffering
from Schizophrenia, and computer training
facilitated for her siblings; encouraged Jyotsna to
forge ahead. She now works in a leading private

hospital as nursing staff.
%
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Chance of Life (COL), Germany:

Ms Rita Steinau, President - COL, Germany and
members visit every year and interact with the
sponsored girls. They sponsor 122 girls, support
women in acquiring Vocational skills and also provide
Medical assistance. Mr. Siecermann continued to
support 30 girls. Of the 17 girls who appeared for the
Board examination for Std. X, 5 scored distinction and
7 secured first class. Of 20 students of Std. Xll, 2 scored
distinction and 6 secured first class. 1 girl secured
distinction in  Diploma in Electronics
Telecommunication. Of the 3 girls who appeared for
graduation, 1 passed in first class and is being
supported for postgraduation. The remaining two
have taken up jobs.

Ms Rita Steinau’s personal interest in each
student has been a real source of encouragement to
the sponsored girls. She visited IAPA on Feb. 15, 2018
to meet the sponsored girls as well as the past
sponsored girls who are now part of COLs Alumni
group. In addition, COL funds helped students
appearing for Board examinations through coaching
class fees, post graduation fees and house rent
payment for a sponsored family. A Laptop was also
provided to a past sponsored student that has helped
in hiking her earning manifold.

/Shruti lost her father when she was 5 years oId.\
Her mother raised her and a younger brother since
then. Despite severe challenges, sponsorship from
2009, has helped Shruti to reach Third Year LLB;
do vocational course for Shorthand training and
earn income from part-time work. Attending
classes to prepare for this year’s Staff Selection
Commission exam, she is on a path to a potentially
good and stable career ahead. The sponsor’s
support in all these areas has given tremendous
\thrust to better her life prospects. Y,

/Tejal, sponsored since 2010, is raised by a single\
parent since her father died at her young age. Tejal
graduated from college last year; and has also
passed Common Proficiency Test (CPT) exam for
Company Secretary (CS). She is preparing for the
next level of CS exams, called Executive exam. She
was helped for coaching class fees and Tally
computer courses fees, by COL. She also received
college fees through networking with other Trusts.

Individual Sponsors:

Individual sponsors are playing a very important
role in encouraging and building hope for their
sponsored child. Knowing someone is on their side
inspires the child to dream big. The sponsors also
receive updates that inform them of the progress of
their sponsored children in school and family. For the
period under review, 39 individual sponsors supported
98 students. Out of the 7 students, 1 secured
distinction and 1 first class in Std. X exams. In the
Board exam of Std. Xll, 1 out of 14 students secured
distinction and 6 first class. 1 graduation student
passed with first class.

/Nikita has been on sponsorship help since 2012.\
She has come out with flying colours securing 84%
in Std. X board exams, backed by her mother, who
has worked hard to see her daughter concentrate
on studying rather than engage in household

\chores. Y,

/lsha, a 19 year old student, has been supported\
through sponsorship since 2003. A bright, focused
and ambitious student, she is now pursuing a
Degree in Electronics and Telecommunication. She
secured 91.16% marks in Sixth semester in
Diploma in Electronics and Telecommunication
Engineering and ranked first in her college. She
was felicitated with the Best All Round Student
Award and Marathi Vidnyan Parishad Award. The
agency’s support at different levels and guidance
has proved valuable in empowering this

accomplished girl.
o %

Sir Vithaladas Damodar Thackersey Charitable
Trust:

Since 1999 the Trust has been providing
sponsorship support to 40 girls. This support was also
utilized towards the college and coaching class fees
and medical needs of the girls. Out of the 3 students
who appeared for Std. X, 1 secured first class and out
of 2 students who appeared for Std. XIl, 1 obtained
distinction. 1 girl completed graduation with

Now Tejal is working in a private firm and distinction.
\contrlbutmg to the family. Y.
12
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Priyanka, 17 years old, now a First Year Bachelor
of A/cs & Finance (BAF) student, was earlier
scarred by her mother’s death when 5 years old;
followed by her father’s remarriage. Sponsorship
support gave this intelligent girl the much needed
assistance to clear Std. X & Xll Board exams with
Distinction. Her elder sister who appeared for
Bachelor in Banking & Insurance (BBI) exam was
also supported for computer courses. Despite
difficult family circumstances, the timely support
has significantly helped the siblings better their

future prospects.

Late Meera Srinivasan Scholars:

Initiated by Mr. Srinivasan in memory of his late
wife Mrs. Meera Srinivasan, an ex colleague of IAPA
and a staunch supporter of education, the Meera
Srinivasan Scholars Program has been of great
support. Mr. Srinivasan having passed away last year,
we are grateful to his brother Mr. Sairam who has
kindly offered to continue this support, covering more
children. The Meera Srinivasan Scholars programme
now supports 14 children. Of these, 6 students are
pursuing graduation in Arts, Commerce & Science
streams, while others are pursuing school education.

J 2 capacity building activity sessions were conducted
for students from foster families, sponsored under this
project.

EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVERS (2016-17)

Education Status Girls Boys
Distinction First Class Distinction First Class

SSC 9 18 1 10
HSC 9 13 0 8
Graduation-BSc 1 0 0 0
Graduation-BCom 3 1 0 4
Graduation-BA 1 1 0 0
Graduation-BE 0 0 0 1

13
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The Rural Project

The School: The rural project centered in the
Secondary School, Kamlakar Janardan Tatha Bhai
Javkar Vidyamandir in Terewayangani, near Dapoli-
Ratnagiri District of Maharashtra, was started in 2009.
A local initiative, the school serves students from five
remote villages. Terre des Hommes (TdH), Denmark
was the first and is a continued major supporter for
educational help to students. This year, 34 students
from Stds. VIII to X received sponsorship assistance.
Funding for overnight stay for Extra Study Classes for
Std. X students for 3 months before the Board
Examination alongwith extra payment to teachers &
staff for the same, was also supported by TdH. Much
progress is made over the years in improving the
school premises, furniture and equipment, library
collection and Science Lab. Pass percentage at the
Board Exam has continued to be high; this time it was
84.37%. With extra coaching and guidance, 4 students
of the 20 who appeared, secured distinction and 6
passed with first class. Alongwith the long-standing
sponsorship of Mr. Shakir Machhiwala for 16 students
of Std. IX, Mrs. Sharmila Anil Telang and family
supported the education of 2 more.

Achievers of Std. X felicitated due to the support
extended by Mr. Uday Telang, Ms. Manisha Wagle
and Mrs. Savita Nagpurkar and Family, school

uniforms stitched with assistance of Mr. Parag Anil
Telang & Mr. Kiran Parag Telang and funds for text
books provided by Mr. Uday Telang, Ms. Manisha
Wagle and Mr. Shakir Machhiwala, gave further
thrust to the programme.

Higher Education: Students aspiring for higher
education and vocational training beyond Std. X have
also found a great supporter in Mr. Shakir
Machhiwala who supported 14 students. Among
others who have followed are Mr. Noordin Ebrahim
who supported 11 boys. Mrs. Komal Chandiramani
assisted towards fees of a boy studying for Bachelor
in Chemical Engineering (BE). All these interventions
have encouraged many students to study further.

Programmes Extended to the Village Community:
Since 2014, IAPA has extended its engagement with
the village community. With support from Chance of
Life (COL), Germany, Life Skills programme for girls
and women was started in Terevayangani. During the
year under review, the positive interventions have
touched many facets of life, not only that of the girls,
but also boys and adults in and around 10 villages; as
also another high school called Bahujan Hitay
Vidyamandir, located in Agarvayangani - near
Terevayangani, now included under the programme.

Felicitation of Std. X Students

14




Indian Association for Promotion of Adoption & Child Welfare (IAPA)

Life Skills: The programme includes regular weekly
sessions on Life Skills with girls of Stds. IX and X. 22
and 15 school girls of Stds. IX and X respectively, in
Terevayangani; and 16 and 23 respectively in
Agarvayangani, were covered under the Life Skills
sessions.

For girls: A locally based social worker has since
2014 been conducting Life Skills training to equip
girls with education and skills for economic
independence and social empowerment, to
build their confidence and self-respect. The
weekly sessions focus on aspects related to
adolescence, reproduction, nutrition, self-
awareness, peer pressure, heterosexual
attraction, gender awareness, superstition,
career information, banking services, media and
youth and the like. Simulation games,
storytelling, group discussion and audio visuals
were used. Resource persons were invited for
two sessions. During Diwali vacation girls from
both high schools studied important aspects of
rural society like gram panchayat, rural health
system, rural entrepreneurship, agriculture,
horticulture and allied industries; visited relevant
authorities, referred books, interviewed people,
prepared presentations and shared their
feedback. Monitoring their progress in studies
and solving practical difficulties have helped
them move forward.

For Boys: Though focus of this programme is on
girls, efforts were also made to interact with Std.
X boys from both the schools. 2 sessions in

Agarvayangani and 4 sessions in Terevayangani
focused on gender sensitivity, attitude towards
women and girls and its effect in incidences of
violence against women, concept of masculinity,
addictions and substance abuse, development
of scientific temperament and responsible
citizenship for a journey to a more humane
society.

Education assistance: Assistance was also provided
to girls to continue their education in college or
professional courses. One time college fees were paid
for 13 girls from Terevayangani and for 10 girls from
Agarvayangani who appeared for Stds. XI and XII.
Assistance was also provided to a girl for D.T.P. course
and to two for FYBCom examination.

Medical Assistance: Difficulties in life of the villagers
leave little extra money for meeting medical costs. A
student of Std. X was helped for his leg surgery and a
mother of another student was assisted for kidney
dialysis. Dental College in Khed was approached for
conducting a Dental Camp for students as well as
adults of the community, which will be held during
the next year.

Outcome: The programmes in the rural area have
resulted in fast social changes in the rural community.
A notable outcome of girls studying upto Std. XIl or
beyond, is that their age of marriage is pushed up from
earlier 17-18 years to 21-23 years now. Likewise,
significant attitudinal changes are seen among the
youth and the community at large.
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Allied Supportive Services

Supportive services provided to children under
our various programs, focuses on all round
development and empowerment of their family
members. These services help to address needs
connected to education, like health, skills training,
personality development and the like.

Child Guidance Centre (CGC):

The Child Guidance Centre (CGC) comprising of
a team of Counselor, Remedial Therapist, Psychologist
and Psychiatrist continued to be supported by The
Bombay Community Public Trust (BCPT). The CGC
continued to provide testing and remedial services
to students and their families under our programmes,
in West Khetwadi BMC and neighbourhood schools,
as well as direct referrals from the community, during
their attendance once a week. Mental Health
Sensitization workshops for parents and teachers
were also resumed this year. The referrals handled by
the team consisted 34 New and 24 Follow up cases,
in addition to testing and referral of 6 children for
further treatment at the Nair Hospital.

To enable students of West Khetwadi Municipal
School to attend CGC, our psychiatrist adjusted his
time to assess them during school hours, for further
referral to the other panelists for appropriate services.
The CGC service was extended to the Balwadi children

Play Therapy

16

through orientation of teachers on the importance
of early intervention for the child and giving them
helpful tips on effective teaching and dealing with
unsuitable behaviour.

\

/Shubham, a Std. IV student was referred by the
teachers as he disrupted the classroom and was
violent. On assessment he was found to have
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
and needing medication. His mother, a single
parent struggling with her own life, was persuaded
to accept regular medication and counseling for
him. This has resulted in a lot of improvement in
Shubham. He is calm, more polite and the
incidences of his tearing books and hitting other
students have reduced. Shubham himself has
become aware of his ailment and takes medication

\on his own. )

Sessions with Parents: Focus of sessions with
parents of Std. IX students was on guiding them to

deal with children of this age group; with parents of
Balwadi children was on contributing to the
foundation years of the child’s life through better
parenting; and for parents of West Khetwadi Muncipal
School was on sensitizing them to mental health
matters to help them handle their wards with
sensitivity and understanding.

Sessions with Teachers & Students: Adolescence
and related issues for students of Stds. VIl and IX were
the topics of discussion in four schools; keeping in
mind the dilemmas faced by their teachers. A session
for group of students under the sponsorship program
and two sessions with boys of Stds.VI and VII of West
Khetwadi BMC school were held on issues related to
growing up. The teachers of ‘Asmita’- a project of IAPA,
were oriented in tackling children at their level; and
identifying those who may benefit from CGC'’s help.
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